FREDERIC MACKARNESS (1854-1920)

Campaigning Liberal politician and judge

Roser: L focmire:

Frederic Michael Coleridge Mackarness, second son of Bishop John Fielder Mackarness of
Oxford, was Liberal member of Parliament for Newbury from 1906 to 1909. Championing a
number of controversial causes, he served on the anti-war South African Conciliation
Committee, was a supporter of Irish Home Rule and of the civil rights of Indians under
British rule.More details about FCM’s life and work can be found at
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frederick _Coleridge Mackarness

“1De all Tove JJack.”

Now Lib'rals all be happy, for a battle nobly won,

By pulling altogether we have seen what can be done:

For Mackarness we voted, and we worked with all our mighr,
With 4-0-2 behind him, he is “up ™ and sitting tight

With 4-0-2 behind him, he is “up” and sitting tight.

Crorus.
We have made him our M.P,
And our Member now is he,
He to victory has led—and we won't turn back.
He'll be there at duty’s call,
Whatever may befall,
For Mack’s the best of all; we all love Mack.

(Repeat Chorus ; Al Foin).

Where he goes our hearts go with him: since we've made him our M.P,,

He has faced the housing problem. he has tackled * John Chince ™ :
And when the time shall come again to work for him once more,
Instead of being 4-0-2. we'll make it 8.0-4.

Instead of being 4-0-2, we'll make it 8-0-4.

Cuonus.
We have made him our M.P.,
And our Member now is he,
He to vicrory has led—and we won't turn back.
He'll be there at duty's call,
Whatever may befall,
For Mack’s the best of all; we all love Mack.

(Repeat Chorus ;  All Foin ).
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Left: the text of “We All Love Mack’, a
song for the candidate’s supporters.

Next pages: letters to Frederic from
two well-known personalities of the
day: the novelist ‘Ouida’ and Louis
Botha
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Letter from Ouida to Frederic Mackarness

This letter, undated and written in purple ink, was sent to Frederic by ‘Ouida’ (pen name of
novelist Maria Louise Ramé 1839-1908). She was living in Italy, FM in London. References
to the South Africa Conciliation Committee, on which FM served, and to Queen Victoria,
suggest the letter was written around 1900.

6 March
Dear Sir -

I did not mean my writing to the newspapers. These few who are
not sold to the financiers are too timid to say anything worth saying.
I thought yr. Committee might publish something. If I may say so
without offence yr. Literature Committee is not strong; & I cannot
imagine why it is entirely feminine.

Surely ‘Conciliation’ is no longer to be dreamed of; who can reconcile
the tiger & the dog? What Joe Chambevrlain has always intended is to
steal the Orange State & Transvaal for some of their riches; and the
general moral obliquity of the nation, from the Queen downward
through all classes, makes this act not only permitted but applauded.

This is the kind of thing which needs to be said. Allow me to ask you if
you be a grandson of my unforgotten friend dear old Planché?*

Allow me to remain faithfully yours

Ouida

* ‘dear old Planché’ — presumably either Matilda Ann Mackarness née Planché 1825-1881,
a famous children’s author and wife of Frederic’s uncle Henry Smith Mackarness, or
Matilda’s father James, 1796-1880. Neither was Frederic’s blood relative.

Images of the envelope, and part of the letter, are below.






Letter from Louis Botha, Prime Minister of South Africa, to Frederic
Mackarness MP

Prime Minister’s Office,

Pretoria.
22" July 1907
My dear Mackarness,

Iwas very glad to get your letter of the 15" June, and was
pleased to hear from you that our action in regard to the Chinese has
been so much appreciated by our friends in England. The Opposition
here naturally been very angy with us, and the fact of the Impevial
Government having guaranteed our Loan has not improved their
tempers, as they were hoping to get us into a corner financially.

The outlook here is, I think, much brighter and I am very
hopeful of being able to replace every Chinaman by adequate Native
Labour. The strike of the white miners was unfortunate but the
government has been endeavouring to do the best for both parties
with good results.

I trust Mrs Mackarness and yourself are very well. My sister
and daughter join with me in kindest regards to you both.

ey Believe me
Prime Minister’'s Office,
l‘l‘\?‘ol‘iﬂ.
S22 Ll e Sincerely yours
St on A ‘ Tasiie g
P s men, plat A5l

P Ll ) ATTHTE e | o> e Louis Botha
/\/& =) ot 4 Az Al
et L e e ’/A.—J & 7Z4 /"-"“;‘ e /(.-.,
Feeen oo M./,._‘)C o R



