THE Bl SHOPGS BRI EFCASE

Oneadvantagef a family history website is theay it leads to new contactsto
distant or longlost cousins finthg information about their ancestry, acadntributng® n e w’
materiallike photos, family trees and letters.

This story can be told thanks to &Hliirwan, who inheritedan artefacthat had been
discarded or lost briefcasdelonging taJohn Fielder Mackarnes$§20-89), Bishop of
Oxfordfrom 1870 Julia, herselén amateugenealogisttrackedd o wn JFM’ s descend
through The Mackarness Plaeedgenerouslyffered to restore the briefcaethem(the
B i s hgrgatgreatgreatgrandson Daniel Mackarnesss able to collect it, having
discovered hand Julawere neighbord)

We will probably nevetearnthe full story ofthe briefcase s | obutbefieejt
was foundsome years aga a skip during the renovation of a house in Petersfi€lde
documeninitme nt i ons t he Bi Arthu p CMackyrmessl8epe%a whe o n ,
wasasolicitor in Petersfield for many years

The initials beneath thaitre
stand for John Fielder, Oxon.

1 AJCM cofounded the firm of Mackarness and Lunt (StilPetersfieldHigh Stree} in 1894.His greainephew
Peter Mackarness became a partner in 1952, and Peter’
not been dMackarnessatthe firm.



Thebriefcasewas evi dently ‘“top of tavaeetynfange’
documents, iheldivory or bone writing implementanda paperknife a smallportable
inkwell and tinderboxypelighter.

Among othepfficial documentsthe case
containedan 1859etter(below)from Lord
Lyttelton, appointingJFMa s ‘* ange o f
domestic chighp)t henBi sh
Oath of Homage from 1870.
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Several documents aa Royalconnection Therewas an invitatiorio a Service of
Thanksgiving for the Recovery of the Prince of Wales in 1872, as welle#ry pasand
Form of Service.




Belowis aninvitation from the Lord Chamberlain to the wedding@i e en Vi ct or i
sonthe Duke of Connauglm 1879,together withOrders of Service frorthis wedding and
that ofhis brotheythe Duke ofAlbany, in 1882 Bothtookp | ace i n St George’ s
Windsor Castle

TheBishopof Oxford officiated ata third Royal
wedding, that of Princess Frederica of Hanover to
Alfons Von PawelRammingen on 22April 1880.The

B i s hiavatian is on the righta set of hymn sheets
is above Additionaldocuments suggest that he was n
originally going to conduct th ceremony, but stepped i
to replace someone else.




The text of the address given thye Bishop on that
occasion(right) was in the briefcase, presumably
writtenin hisownhand. A Dut i es! 0 The
some a harsh sound in the wokle are half inched to
doubt whether any thought of constraint and duty
should intrude on this

Afterwards the Dean aiVindsor, Gerald Wellesley,
sent him a letter of thanks (below) on behalf of Quee
Victoria.
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Princess Fredericasowrote him a personal tharjou
note (mage andranscriptionbelow).




ASHBURNHAM PLACE
BATTLE, SUSSEX
3.80
My Dear Lord,

I hope you will accept my best thanks for the services you were kind enough to rendre
[sic] me on my Wedding day, fohweh | had no opportunity of thanking you at the time.

The address you substituted at the close of the service for that usually read was very touching
and | appreciated it very much.

Believe to be, my dear Lord,
yours truly,

Frederica

A facsimile thankyou
note from Queen Victoria
(right), dated 1889yefers to the
gi ft of a vase
Househol d, pas




Other documents in the briefcase include:

1. A letter f r-assumedidbilontagudertie 1804884, ¥ Earl of
Abingdon-to the recently consecrated Bishop in 1870.

2. An incompletdetterwrittenfrom Osborne Housa 1885 to Lady Biddulph,
Maid of Honour to the Queen.Was presumably sent Brincess Beatrice, Queen
Victori a’ s ,whomnarigddsnte Hernyiof Bdttenbdrgthat year. It
promisedo’ buy some Honit on arddafers of d rt hmy Bti rsdw:
Oxford’' s | etter, wHhHbDohtbnhwae $shewBi Mh m
town.

3. Fournewspaper cuttingsill presumed todsfrom The Timesa section headed
“Fr enc h(daanpeng)svita t ransl ation of Louis XV
Testamenfrom 1798 two cuttings from 1858, concernitige retirement ofhe
Bi s hop -irslawfMa dustieeiColeridgé r om t h e Handoge'frem Be n c
25 April 1880, reporting on the wedding of Princess Fredéfiba Bishop of
Oxford, in his lawn sleeves, accompanied by Dean Wellesley, celebrated the
marriage).

4. Note written in March 1871 appahmgntl y r.
including The Ordinary Episcopal habit; gold fringed gloves & twdlar instead
of ribbon.

5. Sheet witha listof guest houses in Scarborougksplanade, South CIiff, St
Nicholas Cliff—with noted featuresuch assood Sea ViewndGood rooms &
good cooking) FMelsdest son Charles became vicar
Scarborough, i1889, thesameyearthatthe Bishop ¢d.

6. Sheet of accounfsomaround 191§ af t er t he Bi shop’ s ti me,
probably relating to Arthur Mackaess or one of his clientsyith items such as
Venezuelan cattle 75,000 head sold at £5.9tead, £43,000; 200,000 shells for
Russian govtprofit £4,00Q 300,000 shells to French govprofit £7,000; Horses
from Missouri, 20,000 profit £5,000

7. Threedocuments relating to financial affairs of the Rev P J Miller of Langrish
Vicarage, Petersfield: 1917 letter from the Rev Miller concerning the transfer of
sharesreceipt for £16 11s 3d paid by the Rev Miller in 1935 for Ecclesiastical
Dilapidation Meastes;Notice of Income Tax Assessment dated 1G84hur

Mackarness’ name appears on thg documen:
8. Page Jundated of aletter relating to an insurance poliayprth £1,000,
mentioning Mr and Mrs Dixon and “infant



The briefcase contained two images: a postcagliof Pet er’ s Chur ch, Ti
Devon..
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CHUKCH OF ST PETER'S, TIVERTON,
(0 ,;_?_1 . ws,,..“ o

a npdhotoeof a youngvoman, possiblythBi shop’ s daughter é&l eanor
Mackarness, 185%936.

Patience Jones é Mackarness

November 2021

8



